
Web Words or Internet Jargon

BLOG or WEB LOG 
A blog (short for "web log") is a type of web page that offers a series of posted items (short 
articles, photos, diary entries, etc.). Blogs usually include a searchable archive of old 
postings. Blogs have become a common medium for communication in professional, political, 
news, trendy, and other specialized web communities. Many blogs provide RSS feeds, to 
which one can subscribe and receive alerts to new postings in selected blogs. 

BROWSE 
To browse through a page, exploring what's there and seeing where the links take you, is a 
bit like window shopping. When you browse, you have to guess which words and links on the 
page pertain to your interests. The opposite of browsing is searching. 

BROWSERS 
Software programs that enable you to view web pages and other documents on the Internet. 
They "translate" HTML-encoded files into the text, images, sounds, and other features you 
see. The most commonly used browsers are Microsoft Internet Explorer (often called IE), 
Firefox, Mozilla, Safari, Opera, and Chrome. 

DOMAIN 
Published web pages / web sites on the internet have a “domain name” or unique name that 
is selected by the web creator and consists of a name followed by a “dot” and the an 
identifier of the type of domain, e.g. common US domains are .edu (education), .gov 
(government agency), .net (network related), .com (commercial), .org (nonprofit and 
research organizations). Outside the US, domains indicate country: ca (Canada), uk (United 
Kingdom), au (Australia), jp (Japan), fr (France), etc. 
 

HOST 
Computer that provides web-documents to clients or users. See also server. 

HTML 
Hypertext Markup Language. A standardized language of computer code, imbedded in 
"source" documents behind all Web documents, containing the textual content, images, links 
to other documents (and possibly other applications such as sound or motion), and 
formatting instructions for display on the screen. When you view a Web page, you are 
looking at the product of this code working behind the scenes in conjunction with your 
browser. Browsers are programmed to interpret HTML for display. 

INTERNET (Upper case I) 
The vast collection of interconnected networks (computers).  These computers use a special 
set of communications rules, called TCP/IP, to talk to each other and share information.

  
LINK 

The URL imbedded in another document, so that if you click on the highlighted text or button 
referring to the link, you retrieve the outside URL. If you search the field "link:", you retrieve 
on text in these imbedded URLs which you do not see in the documents. 



PERSONAL PAGE 
A web page created by an individual (as opposed to someone creating a page for an 
institution, business, organization, or other entity). Often personal pages contain valid and 
useful opinions, links to important resources, and significant facts. One of the greatest 
benefits of the Web is the freedom it has given almost anyone to put his or her ideas "out 
there." But frequently personal pages offer highly biased personal perspectives or 
ironical/satirical spoofs, which must be evaluated carefully. 

RSS feeds 
Short for "Really Simple Syndication" (a.k.a. Rich Site Summary or RDF Site Summary), is 
used by news sites and weblogs (blogs) so that web users can subscribe to the site to 
receive alerts about new additions or changing information on that website.

SEARCH 
On the internet, Search is the opposite of Browse.  Searching is usually the most efficient 
way to find information, but sometimes you can find things by browsing that you might miss 
otherwise because you might not think of the "right" term to search by. 

SERVER, WEB SERVER 
A computer running that software, assigned an IP Address, and connected to the Internet so 
that it can provide documents via the World Wide Web. Also called HOST computer. Web 
servers are the closest equivalent to what in the print world is called the "publisher" of a 
print document. An important difference is that most print publishers carefully edit the 
content and quality of their publications in an effort to market them and future publications. 
This convention is not required in the Web world, where anyone can be a publisher; careful 
evaluation of Web pages is therefore mandatory. Also called a "Host." 

SPONSOR (of a Web page or site) 
Many Web pages have organizations, businesses, institutions like universities or nonprofit 
foundations, or other interests which "sponsor" the page. Frequently you can find a link 
titled "Sponsors" or an "About us" link explaining who or what (if anyone) is sponsoring the 
page. Sometimes the advertisers on the page (banner ads, links, buttons to sites that sell or 
promote something) are "sponsors." WHY is this important? Sponsors and the funding they 
provide may, or may not, influence what can be said on the page or site -- can bias what you 
find, by excluding some opposing viewpoint or causing some other imbalanced information. 
The site is not bad because of sponsors, but you they should alert you to the need to 
evaluate page or site very carefully. 

URL 
Uniform Resource Locator. The unique address of any Web document. May be keyed in a 
browser's OPEN or LOCATION / GO TO box to retrieve a document. There is a logic the layout 
of a URL: 
Anatomy of a URL by example:

www.fertic.net
 
www = world wide web

fertic is the name we selected for the website and it was not taken by someone 
else.  We have ownership of that 'domain' name

net = the type of domain.  Net is usually given to a personal website as opposed to 
a commercial website which would be .com
.edu = education
.gov = government

Outside the US the domain “extension” might be .uk for United Kingdom and .au for 
Australia.

http://www.fertic.net/

